
FIRST, THE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

IN 2018 PROTESTANTSI WERE BETWEEN 10% AND 15% OF PILGRIMS.

Here are a few notes which may or may not bring some clarity.

I took the numbers of pilgrimsii registering origins from the top fifteen countries in 2018 and
accorded religious affiliation to them in the proportions of affiliation in their home countriesiii. 
The bracketed percentage figures tell us the proportion of, e.g., RCs in a country, alongside a
number indicating the connected percentage of pilgrims from that country.  Having encountered
many pilgrims in my ten times to Santiago over the years, I think that these numbers likely under-
represent RCs for countries such as Canada and the US, where religion is a greater push factor
for the Camino, and under-represent countries such as Spain and Portugal where social custom is
a greater factor– I have distinguished the Spanish and Italian figures between observant and
nominal which might help us, given the recreational motive of many of these pilgrims.  But
because push factors are based on impressional and anecdotal considerations, I have not factored
them into the numbers with one exception.  The only place where I have altered the figures to
meet my own impressions is with the Koreans.

Remember that this is a very rough document, and a properly professional demographic analysis
may produce a slightly different and likely more subtle conclusion, but it will give the reader a
general idea.

Country number of
pilgrims

% of all
pilgrims

likely RC likely Protestant likely other,
mainly
Orthodoxiv

Spain 144,141 44.03% 32,432
(22.5% observant)
66,304
(46% nominal)

1,729 (1.2%) 1,441
(1.0%) 

i By Protestant, I am including Lutheran or Lutheran/Evangelical state churches, Anglicans, and Old
Catholics, as well as other Protestants such as Reformed, Presbyterian, Methodist, or Baptist.   While this is
theologically discutable (the old are Anglicans Catholic?? debate), it simplifies discussion. 

ii Numbers are from the 2018 statistics by the Archdiocese of Santiago’s Pilgrimage Office.

iii Census or church figures except for the US and France, where respected research figures are used;
and 2009 British Social Attitudes Survey for Great Britain

iv I have included Copts and Assyrians with the Orthodox, even if this upsets fans of the Council of
Chalcedon– the numbers are too small to have a major effect.



Italy 27,009 8.25% 6,590
(24.4% observant)
9,912
(36.7% nominal)

216   (.08%)v 81
(.3%) 

Germany 25,296 7,73% 7,007
(27.7%)

6,451
(25.5%)

48 (1.9%) 

USA 18,582 5,68% 3,716 
(20%)

8,262 (45%) 186 (1%)

Portugal 14,413 4,40% 2,306
(16% observant)
8,936
(62% nominal)

144 (1%)

France 8,775 2,68% 4,212 (48%) 272 (3.1%) 88 (1%)

UKvi 7,624 2,33% 656 (8.6%) 1,517 
(19.9% CoE)
168 (2.2% CoS)
305 (4.0% other)

Irelandvii 7,548 2,31% 5,186 (68.7%) 430 (5.7% CoI)
513 (6.8% other)

Koreaviii 5,665 1,73% 1,341 (7.9%) 3,348 (19.7%)

Brazil 5,601 1,71% 3,640 (65%) 1,232 (22%)

Oz 5,220 1,59% 1,180 (22.6%) 694 (13.3%) ACA
851 (16.3%)

Canada 5,027 1,54% 1,960 (39%)ix 252 (5% ACC)
307 (61.% UCC)
652 (13% other)

86 (1.7%)

Poland 4,785 1,46% 4,187 (87.5%) 20 (.04%)

v Mind you, I’ve yet to meet a Waldensian on the trail.

vi I think it likely that the CoE figures are a good bit higher than in my calculation.

vii Includes both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.

viii Here I have considerably gone out on a limb by multiplying by three, based entirely on my
personal impressions.  Korean Christians are convert or the children of converts, and their proportion on the Camino
clearly exceeds their proportion of the general population.

ix Likely higher than this, as just over half of Canadian pilgrims are francophone and overwhelmingly
linked to the RCC.



Netherlands 3,670 1,12% 870 (23.7%) 569 (15.5%)

Mexico 3,578 1,09% 2,970 (83%) 358 (10%)

total of Xns 193,986 163,765 28,271 1,950

84% of Christians 15% of Christiansx 1% of Xns

total of all
pilgrims
from these
countries

286,934 57% of all
pilgrims

10% of all
pilgrims

x By using proportions, I came up with a figure of 2,893 Anglicans fitting in the 28,271 Protestant
number.   My anecdotal experience over ten caminos would suggest that this number is higher— you can quote a
rough guesstimate of over 4,000.


